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papers describing some orchestral performance as 'worse
than a Salvation Army band.' The vigour of Shaw's reply
drew from the delighted General an invitation to the
Army's festival of massed bands. Shaw attended, wrote
a professionally musical criticism, and then suggested that
the Army's lads and lasses would do well to act little plays
as well as sing and play in bands. From there it was but
a short step to 'Why not a little play by me?' And from
this, to Major Barbara.

(16)   PASSION,  POISON,  AND  PETRIFACTION:   OR,
THE FATAL GAZOGENE
Written in 1905. First production by Cyril Maude and others
at the Theatrical Garden Party, Regent's Park, London, on I4th July
1905. First American production (amateur) by the Associated
Students of the University of California at the University's Little
Theatre, Berkeley, California, on igth March 1937.
Among the First Players.
Besides Cyril Maudes G. P. Huntley, Eric Lewis, Lennox Pawle,
Nancy Price; and Irene (later Dame Irene) Vanbrugh.
* A brief Tragedy for Barns and Booths.*                     G. B. S.
When Cyril Maude asked Shaw for something suitable
for the theatrical profession's annual garden party in aid of
The Actors' Orphanage, Shaw readily obliged. He re-
suscitated an idea he had used years before when inventing
a story for William Archer's children about a cat that
solidified through mistaking a bowl of plaster of Paris for
a bowl of milk. The result was this burlesque tragedy,
* performed repeatedly with colossal success' during the
afternoon, with the hero in place of the cat suffering the
same, too, too solid fate.
(17)                   THE DOCTOR'S DILEMMA
Written- in 1906. First production by Vedrenne and Barker at
the Royal Court Theatre, London, on 2oth November 1906. First
American production by Granville-Barker at Wallack's Theatre,
New York, on 26th March 1915.